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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

3. Claims 1-3, 1 1,13, 14,16, & 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kretzschmar et al (US 5,607,403) in view of Bush, Jr. et al (US 
6,936,032 B1 .) Kretzschmar et al discloses a syringe needle de-capping and re-capping 
device, comprising a.) a cylindrical shaped body with longitudinally aligned cavity 
formed therein said body including a finger gripping section (Fig. 1, #12); b.) a t-shaped 
finger gripping member longitudinally aligned and formed on said body capable of 
receiving a needle cap (Fig. 1) c.) a removable cap selectively attachable to said body, 
said cap including an inward extending aligned neck (Col 5, line 4); d.) a bushing 
longitudinally aligned and located inside said cavity, said bushing including a cylindrical 
shaped void area capable of receiving said neck on said removable cap, said bushing 
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includes a stop surface formed inside said void area (Col 5, lines 28-30). The claim 
differs in disclosing the spring nut. Bush, Jr. et al discloses e.) a spring nut located 
inside said void area of said bushing, said spring nut including a center bore that 
engages the tip of a needle cap with inserted therein (Figs. 2-4). It would have been 
obvious at the time of invention to one of ordinary skill in the art to include the spring nut 
disclosed in Kretzschmar et al as taught by Bush, Jr. et al as described to improve the 
efficiency of the device. 

Kretzschmar et al discloses the syringe needle de-capping and re-capping device, 
wherein said finger gripping member that allows said body to be held between a user's 
finger so that said cavity is located above the top surface of the user's fingers. (Fig. 1) 

Kretzschmar et al discloses the syringe needle de-capping and re-capping device 
wherein said body and said finger gripping member are longitudinally aligned so that 
when a user's fingers engage said finger gripping member, said cylindrical body extends 
upward substantially perpendicular to the top surface of the fingers used to hold said 
device. (Fig. 2) 

Kretzschmar et al discloses the syringe needle de-capping and re-capping device 
wherein said body and said finger gripping member are perpendicularly aligned so that 
when a user's fingers engage said finger gripping member, said cylindrical body extends 
transversely over the top surface of the user's fingers. (Fig. 1) 
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Kretzschmar et al discloses the syringe needle de-capping and re-capping device, when 
said finger gripping member is conical. (Fig. 2) 

Claims 4-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kretzschmar et al (US 5,607,403) in view of Zhu et al (US 5,927,351 .) Claims 4- 
6,10,12,15,17, 19, & 20 differ from Kretzschmar et al in disclosing the radiation shielding 
material. Zhu et al discloses the syringe needle de-capping and re-capping device, 
wherein said bushing is made of radiation shielding material. (Claim 28, lines 1-4) It 
would have been obvious at the time of invention to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
include the radiation shielding material in Kretzschmar et al as taught by Zhu et al to 
improve the safety of the device. 

Claims 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kretzschmar et al (US 5,607,403) in view of Farrar et al (US 5,078,695.) The claims 
differ from Kretzschmar et al in disclosing the molded rubber. Farrar et al discloses 
the syringe needle de-capping and re-capping device wherein said body and said finger 
gripping member are made of molded rubber (col 2, lines 33-35), as well as the cap 
including external threads that selectively interconnect to attached said cap to said 
body( Fig. 1 , #4-divisions pictured), and the neck being an adaptor removably attached 
to said cap. (Fig. 5) It would have been obvious at the time of invention to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to include molded rubber and removably attaching the adaptor 
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toe the cap disclosed in Kretzschmar et al as taught by Farrar et al to improve the 
efficiency of the device. 


Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sonal Prasad whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3383. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Hayes can be reached on (571)272-4959. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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